[image: image1.png].~ Election
*
+  Europe



[image: image1.png]                                                     



                                                PRESS RELEASE : SEPTEMBER 2004
ELECTION-EUROPE, FRENCH INTERNET VOTING LEADING COMPANY IS ONE OF THE 10 WINNERS OF "THE CHANGING THE WORLD OF INTERNET AND POLITICS" COMPETITION ORGANIZED BY THE 5TH WORLD FORUM ON E-DEMOCRACY AND POLITICSONLINE .

PARIS, France -- PoliticsOnline and the 5th World Forum on e-Democracy announces the results of its third world wide survey recognizing the top 10 individuals, organizations and companies that are having the greatest impact on the way the Internet is changing politics. 

In recent years, the Internet and burgeoning information technologies have inexorably altered our body politic, fundamentally changing the way we do democracy. On Wednesday, at the 5th Annual Worldwide Forum on Electronic Democracy, PoliticsOnline recognized the best of the best -- the innovators and pioneers who blaze the e-political trails. 

The award selection process began in July, when PoliticsOnline asked it's 40,000 subscribers to name the people, organizations and companies that are changing the world of Internet and politics. The call yielded 292 nominations, 25 were then selected by a panel of experts for a final vote to award the top 10. There was a huge worldwide response garnering 19,662 votes. 

"We are witnessing virtual revolutions in the way we do politics in the 21st century, and I'm proud to announce to the world the ideas and people that are leading these revolutions," said PoliticsOnline CEO Phil Noble, a guest speaker at the annual Worldwide Forum on Electronic Democracy. "With this announcement, we honor the most innovative ideas and the most influential individuals in the world of Internet and Politics. 

ELECTION-EUROPE HAS BEEN AWARDED WITH: AL JAZEERA, BBC NEWS, BUSH E-CAMPAIGN, DAN JELLINEK, JOE TRIPPI, KERRY E-CAMPAIGN, LIY DI AKA, MOVEON, OHMYNEWS.

YEAR 2004 HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT YEAR FOR INTERNET VOTING WITH SEVERAL LAWS ADOPTED AND USED BY MANY VOTERS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN FRANCE AND ACROSS EUROPEAN UNION.

IN 2004, ELECTION-EUROPE HAS SUPERSEDED THE MILLION OF VOTERS FOR WHICH INTERNET VOTING HAS BEEN USED FOR PROFESSIONAL ELECTIONS, POLITICAL ELECTIONS, PROXYVOTING OR TRADE UNIONS ELECTIONS.

ELECTION-EUROPE TEAM HAS PIONNERED INTERNET VOTING SINCE 1999 ORGANIZING SEVERAL LEGALLY BINDING ELECTIONS LIKE FRENCH EXPATRIATES PARLIAMENT MEMBERS ELECTIONS LAST MAY 2003 ON FRENCH PRESIDENCY'S INITIATIVE.

PAVING THE WAY FOR ALL OTHER EUROPEAN DEMOCRACIES, FRENCH GOVERNMENT HAS EXTENDED HIS ELECTORAL BYLAWS ALLOWING INTERNET VOTING FOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, FARMER'S COURTS, TRADE UNIONS ELECTIONS, FRENCH EXPATRIATES ELECTIONS AND SOON EUROPEAN ELECTIONS AND NATIONAL REFERENDUMS.
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